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Dr. Frank O. Mora (BA, George Wash ing ton
Uni ver sity; MA, PhD, Uni ver sity of Mi ami) is 
as sis tant pro fes sor of in ter na tional stud ies
and chair man of the Latin Ameri can Stud ies
Pro gram at Rho des Col lege in Mem phis, Ten -
nes see. Since 1995, he has worked with the
School of Ad vanced Air power Stud ies at Max -
well AFB, Ala bama, as a guest con sult ant. Dr. 
Mora has authored sev eral works on civil-
 military re la tions, hemi spheric se cu rity, and
US- Latin Ameri can re la tions.

Our Con tribu tors

Maj Shawn P. Rife (BA, Colo rado State Uni -
ver sity; MS, Uni ver sity of North Da kota) is
chief of the Space and Mis siles Branch, Joint
In te gra tion Di rec tor ate, Air Force Doc trine
Cen ter, Lang ley AFB, Vir ginia. He pre vi ously
served with the Space lift Op era tions Branch,
Head quar ters Air Force Space Com mand, Pe -
ter son AFB, Colo rado; as Global Po si tion ing
Sys tem and De fense Me te oro logi cal Sat el lite
Pro gram crew com mander, 1st Space Op era -
tions Squad ron, Schriever AFB, Colo rado;
and as mis sile com bat crew in struc tor, crew
com mander, and flight com mander, 321st
Stra te gic Mis sile Wing, Grand Forks AFB,
North Da kota. Ma jor Rife is a gradu ate of
Squad ron Of fi cer School. 

Gen Tho mas S. Moor man Jr., USAF, Re tired
(BA, Dart mouth Col lege; MA, Auburn Uni ver -
sity; MA, West ern New Eng land Col lege), re -
cently joined Booz Al len and Ham il ton as
vice presi dent af ter serv ing over 35 years in
the United States Air Force, cul mi nat ing with 
his as sign ment as vice chief of staff. His re -
spon si bili ties at Booz Al len in clude de vel op -
ing space- related busi ness strat egy and the
exe cu tion of that strat egy across the firm. As
vice chief of staff, he over saw and man aged
the day- to- day ac tivi ties of the Air Staff at
the Pen ta gon. Now a mem ber of the Board of 
Visi tors of Air Uni ver sity, Max well Air Force
Base, Ala bama, Gen eral Moor man at tended
Squad ron Of fi cer School, Air Com mand and
Staff Col lege, and Air War Col lege (by cor re -
spon dence) at Max well, as well as Na tional
War Col lege. 

Hon. Bob Smith (BA, La fay ette Col lege) is a
Re pub li can sena tor from New Hamp shire,
cur rently serv ing as chair man of the Sen ate
Armed Serv ices Sub com mit tee on Stra te gic
Forces; the En vi ron ment and Pub lic Works
Sub com mit tee on Su per fund, Waste Con trol, 
and Risk As sess ment; and the Se lect Com mit -
tee on Eth ics. Now in his sec ond term of of -
fice, he pre vi ously rep re sented his state as a
con gress man from 1984 to 1990. Win ner of
a number of awards for fis cal re spon si bil ity,
na tional de fense, and busi ness, Sena tor
Smith served two years on ac tive duty in the 
US Navy, in clud ing one year in Viet nam, and 
five years in the Na val Re serve. 
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Lt Col An to nio L. Palá (BA, Flor ida In ter na -
tional Uni ver sity; MA, Web ster Uni ver sity) is 
cur rently an as sis tant pro fes sor of Span ish
and chair man of the Latin Ameri can Stud ies
Group at the US Air Force Acad emy. A pi lot
with over three thou sand hours of fly ing
time in B- 52s and train ers, he served from
1984 to 1987 as a for eign lan guage and T-41
in struc tor at the acad emy. He has also served
as an ex change pi lot in the pi lot train ing
pro gram of the Span ish air force and as chief 
of pi lot courses and even tu ally the chief of
of fi cer courses at the Inter- American Air
Forces Acad emy at Home stead AFB, Flor ida,
trav el ing ex ten sively to evalu ate the train ing
pro grams of the Latin Ameri can air forces.
He has authored sev eral ar ti cles and pa pers
and lec tured at nu mer ous con fer ences on
the Latin Ameri can mili tary. Colo nel Palá is
a gradu ate of Squad ron Of fi cer School, Air
Com mand and Staff Col lege, and the Ma rine
Com mand and Staff Col lege.

Lt Col James M. “Skip” Liep man Jr. (BA, Uni -
ver sity of Kan sas; MS, Na val Post gradu ate
School; MS, Na val War Col lege) is com mander 
of the 325th Train ing Squad ron, Tyn dall AFB,
Flor ida. Af ter com plet ing un der gradu ate con -
trol ler train ing, he served as in struc tor, chief of 
train ing, chief of stan dardi za tion and evalua -
tion, flight com mander, and com mander o f
two air con trol squad rons. He also served as li -
ai son for the com mander of US At lan tic Com -
mand (USA COM) to the joint force air
com po nent com mander in Op era tion Up hold
De moc racy. He led the USA COM train ing team 
that pro vided joint train ing for all CONUS-
 based per son nel de ploy ing in sup port of the
im ple ment ing force in Bos nia; and he or gan -
ized and led teams pro vid ing joint task force
train ing to US Euro pean Com mand and US Pa -
cific Com mand. Colo nel Liep man, a mas ter air 
weap ons con trol ler, was the win ner of the
“Out stand ing Pres en ta tion” award at Tac ti cal
Air Com mand’s 1987 Tac ti cal Fighter Sym po -
sium. He is also a top gradu ate of Squad ron
Of fi cer School. 

Lt Col Ter rie M. Gent (BAEd, Met ro poli tan
State Col lege; JD, Creigh ton Uni ver sity) is
chief of Op era tions Law, Of fice of Long-
 Range Plan ning, Bol ling AFB, Wash ing ton,
D.C. She pre vi ously served as chief of Op era -
tions and In ter na tional Law, Head quar ters
Twelfth Air Force, Davis- Monthan AFB, Ari -
zona. She has also served as a de fense coun -
sel, gen eral tort at tor ney, util ity law coun sel, 
and staff judge ad vo cate. A gradu ate o f
Squad ron Of fi cer School and Air Com mand
and Staff Col lege, Colo nel Gent has co -
authored ar ti cles on le gal sub jects for the Air

Force Law Re view.


